
Addition to 5 and to 10 Building Bricks Busy Bag 
Activity Guide

You will need:
• Addition to 5 and to 10 Building Brick Cards
• Building bricks

The Activity
This activity builds on the concept of addition, by making 2 towers and joining them together to form one 
taller tower so that your children can see addition in action.

• Have a selection of building bricks available for your child to choose from, ideally the building 
bricks should all be the same size.

• You may like to start with 1 + 2 or you may like to allow your child to choose a card. Cards 1-4 
are for addition to 5 and cards 5-18 are for addition up to 10. Cards 1-4 are a good starting 
point to get your child used to the method of the activity.

• Can your child name the colours of the bricks they need to complete the card? Can your child 
count how many bricks they need for their towers?

• The numerals are also on the card to help your child match the numeral to the quantity. Point 
out the numerals that show your child’s age. You can extend recognising numbers to their 
previous age and their age at their next birthday. When looking at larger numbers, point out any 
siblings’ ages to help give meaning and context to the numbers.

• Allow time for your child to find the bricks they need.
• Allow time for your child to build the two towers.
• Next, ask them to place the two towers together to form one tall tower. Can your child calculate 

the new total of bricks in the tower? Count the bricks in the tower together to check your  
child’s answer.

• Continue the activity with the other cards in the pack.


